Imagine being in a large room with many
seats and one tiny window with a view

of space. One front row seat has a view,
while the occupants of other seats can't see
out. Earth’s position in the universe is like
having that front-row seat. Our front-row
seat to the universe isn't part of the fine-
tuning requirement for life, but it seems

to have been given to us intentionally.
Richards and Gonzalez conclude that a
designer wants us to know and understand

his universe.

At this point many might ask, “so what?
How does that impact my life?” The
obvious next question is, has a personal
creator related to us in ways we can better
understand? And if so, where do we look to
discover more about his nature, and what

he has said about our purpose?

Agnostic George Smoot has remarked that
an obvious parallel exists between the big
bang and the Christian teaching of creation
from nothing.' Smoot takes his inference
to the Christian God no further, presumably

leaving it for theologians.

Theology, like philosophy or science, makes
logical deductions —in this case, logical
deductions about the nature of God. So
let's see what we can logically deduce from
what science has told us about God. Since
we have seen evidence from science and
logic that the Creator of the universe is
purposeful, powerful, superintelligent, and
personal, he certainly would understand
our desire to know more about him and his

purpose for creating us.
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A creator who intentionally designed us
with consciousness, personality, and the
ability to communicate would be able to
communicate with us if he so desired.
Just as SETI is searching outer space for
messages from intelligent beings in other
galaxies, so we would expect a personal
creator to have given us a message in a
way we could understand. Of all creatures
on Earth, humans are the only ones who
are able to communicate propositional
ideas —and we do it through written and

spoken language.

Although our brief attempt to make sense
of the universe cannot possibly look at
each religion or its god, Smoot’s assertion
that a parallel exists between the scientific
evidence for a beginning and the Christian

teaching of creation deserves a deeper look.

The Judeo-Christian Bible remarkably
presents a God who is purposeful, powerful,
superintelligent, and personal. It speaks

of this God as an infinite, eternal Creator,
who alone made everything there is from
nothing. Although he is presented as a
fearsome God of law and order, he is also
shown to be a God of love who created us

for a relationship with himself.

Well, perhaps we should stop here. But we
can't resist taking our logic one more step.
If God were really there, and if he revealed
himself through science, and even through
the written word, would that be sufficient?
Would that show the highest order of care
and communication? We're persuaded that

it would not.

If you really love someone, sending them an
email every month or so just wouldn't cut

it. Sooner or later, if you really care, you'll

be compelled to drop in for a visit —-show up

and get involved in his or her life.

We close by suggesting that God may in
fact have done just that -“shown up.”
Here we leave physics and chemistry
and biology, and turn to history, a field
of human inquiry that can also provide

knowledge about the real world.

As we examine the history of mankind,

is there any evidence that a designer has
paid us a visit —and actually dropped in

on us? Is it possible that God has visited
Earth in human form? Many laugh at such
an idea, recalling numerous ancient myths
and legends that utter tales of superhuman
gods visiting Earth. However, if the Creator
paid us a visit, we would not be looking

for a myth, but a real person who has

transformed history.

Whereas history records the feats of

many great people, only one person has
truly transformed history. Yale historian,
Jaroslav Pelikan tells us his name:“Jesus

of Nazareth has been the dominant figure
in the history of Western culture for almost
twenty centuries” When the great secular
historian, H. G. Wells was asked what
person had the biggest impact upon world
history, he answered, “By this test, Jesus

stands first.

But historical impact is only one element of
Jesus'uniqueness. There are several other
reasons why this one man is worthy of a
deeper look. His life, his reported miracles,
and his claims, convinced his followers that

he was more than a mere man. They left a



